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	Former telecom exec hired as University of Missouri president

By ALAN SCHER ZAGIER, The Associated Press
2007-12-20 23:48:15.0

COLUMBIA, Mo. - 

The "worst-kept secret" around the University of Missouri is now out in the open: Former Sprint Nextel Corp. Chief Executive Officer Gary Forsee is the four-campus system's new president.

In an unanimous vote, university curators on Thursday picked Forsee, 57, to become the university system's 22nd president. He replaces Elson Floyd, who left in April for the top job at Washington State University.

Despite the confidential nature of the eight-month search, Forsee's appointment was widely expected because of leaks to the media. Introducing Forsee at a welcoming reception, the interim president, Gordon Lamb, called the hiring "the world's worst-kept secret."

Forsee, who is on Sprint Nextel's payroll through the end of the year, will begin work for the university on Feb. 18. His three-year contract will pay $400,000 annually, plus up to $100,000 in incentives.

After a 35-year career in the telecommunications industry, Forsee acknowledged that he's about to enter unfamiliar territory with the move to academia. He vowed to "earn that trust and respect" of skeptics, including some faculty members who question his qualifications.

"I come into this with a lot to learn," he said. "I have to go back to school, if you will. ... The burden of proof falls on the new guy."

Board Chairman Don Walsworth, a successful businessman who owns a global publishing company, said he first reached out to Forsee within days of Floyd's December 2006 announcement that he was leaving Columbia.

Forsee said he only seriously considered the job after leaving Sprint Nextel in October.

The Kansas City resident was ousted as chairman, president and CEO of the company, the nation's third-largest wireless carrier. He resigned under pressure from board members and shareholders unhappy with the company's plummeting stock price and a sizable loss of customers since the 2005 merger of Sprint and Nextel.

"Life's road has lots of different turns," Forsee said Thursday.

A Kansas City native, Forsee grew up in Moberly, St. Joseph and Cape Girardeau, where he graduated high school. He is a 1972 graduate of the University of Missouri-Rolla, serves on his alma mater's board of trustees and has also lived in Hannibal, Joplin, Springfield, Charleston and St. Louis. His two daughters are graduates of the University of Missouri system.

"I certainly won't need one of those Garmin (GPS tracking) devices or a road map to get around for this new job," Forsee said.

His hiring caps a yearlong effort to replace the charismatic Floyd, who elevated the public profile of the Missouri presidency to become the state's foremost advocate for higher education.

Lamb, who has led the Missouri system since Floyd's departure, will remain with the university through 2008 as executive vice president at Forsee's request. Lamb is a former president of Northeastern Illinois and former acting chancellor at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Walsworth said that Forsee's "deep roots" in the state as well as his acumen in the corporate world will serve the university well.

"Gary has led a Fortune 50 company. He understands leadership of large, complex organizations," Walsworth said.

Forsee's annual salary is almost $18,000 higher than what Floyd was being paid before he left, although with deferred payments Floyd's annual salary topped $436,000.

The "performance-based" incentives will be determined by Forsee and curators, according to a copy of the contract provided to The Associated Press. Forsee must remain with the university for at least three years to collect those bonus payments, which will be offered as deferred compensation.

However, it's still a significant pay cut for Forsee, who earned about $17 million annually at Sprint Nextel and reportedly received a severance of more than $55 million.

A day after he was interviewed by a 19-member advisory committee in November, Forsee met with Gov. Matt Blunt at the Capitol to discuss the presidency. He has since consulted with numerous lawmakers and politicians in Jefferson City and Washington, including Attorney General Jay Nixon, state House and Senate leaders and U.S. senators Kit Bond and Claire McCaskill.

While he doesn't officially start working until early next year, Forsee said he has already started laying the groundwork for his new position.

"I'm going to be very engaged between now and then," he said.
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Telecoms let NSA spy on calls

By Leslie Cauley and John Diamond, USA TODAY

The National Security Agency has secured the cooperation of large telecommunications companies, including AT&T, MCI and Sprint, in its efforts to eavesdrop without warrants on international calls by suspected terrorists, according to seven telecommunications executives.

The executives asked to remain anonymous because of the sensitivity of the program. AT&T, MCI and Sprint had no official comment.

The Senate Judiciary Committee begins hearings today on the government's program of monitoring international calls and e-mails of a domestic target without first obtaining court orders. At issue: whether the surveillance is legal, as President Bush insists, or an illegal intrusion into the lives of Americans, as lawsuits by civil libertarians contend. (Related: Committee chief says program violates law)

In domestic investigations, phone companies routinely require court orders before cooperating.

A majority of international calls are handled by long-distance carriers AT&T, MCI and Sprint. All three own "gateway" switches capable of routing calls to points around the globe. AT&T was recently acquired by SBC Communications, which has since adopted the AT&T name as its corporate moniker. MCI, formerly known as WorldCom, was recently acquired by Verizon. Sprint recently merged with Nextel.

The New York Times, which disclosed the clandestine operation in December, previously reported that telecommunications companies have been cooperating with the government, but it did not name the companies involved. (Related: Bush says NSA program is legal)

Decisions about monitoring calls are made in four steps, according to two U.S. intelligence officials familiar with the program who insisted on anonymity because it remains classified:

• Information from U.S. or allied intelligence or law enforcement points to a terrorism-related target either based in the United States or communicating with someone in the United States.

• Using a 48-point checklist to identify possible links to al-Qaeda, one of three NSA officials authorized to approve a warrantless intercept decides whether the surveillance is justified. Gen. Michael Hayden, the nation's No. 2 intelligence officer, said the checklist focuses on ensuring that there is a "reasonable basis" for believing there is a terrorist link involved.

• Technicians work with phone company officials to intercept communications pegged to a particular person or phone number. Telecommunications executives say MCI, AT&T and Sprint grant the access to their systems without warrants or court orders. Instead, they are cooperating on the basis of oral requests from senior government officials.

• If the surveillance yields information about a terror plot, the NSA notifies the FBI or other appropriate agencies but does not always disclose the source of its information. Call-routing information provided by the phone companies can help intelligence officialseavesdrop on a conversation. It also helps them physically locate the parties, which is important if cellphones are being used. If the U.S. end of a communication has nothing to do with terrorism, the identity of the party is suppressed and the content of the communication destroyed, Hayden has said.

The government has refused to publicly discuss the precise number of individuals targeted.

The Times and The Washington Post have said thousands have had communications intercepted.

The two intelligence officials said that number has been whittled down to about 600 people in the United States who have been targeted for repeated surveillance since the Sept. 11 attacks.


