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Average
Range

Students (Communication figures in bold)


Number of UG Students
265
243-300
     (University)
6042
6017-6083

Number of FTF Enrolled {First-Time Freshmen}
48
40-52


1548
1482-1663

Average ACT for FTF
25.9
25.7-27.0


26.3
26.0-27.2

Faculty:

Number of FT Faculty 
15.75
15-17


335.6
328-342

Number of PT Faculty
1.25



63.8
52-73
Number of FTE Faculty 
16.5
16.33-17.50


369.5
365-375
Number and percent of FT Faculty Hired in Previous 5 Yrs
12/17
70%

Number and percent of FT Faculty With Terminal Degrees
7.9
35%-53%



~ 79%

Ratio of FTE Students to FTE Faculty
17.0
16.70-17.17


~ 15.5
Curriculum

The Communication program is designed to ensure an understanding and appreciation of the breadth of the field while allowing majors to pursue more specific knowledge related to personal goals and career objectives.  The program is now divided structurally into three areas of study:  Communication Arts, Communication Science, and Journalism.  The first category is concerned with issues of classical and contemporary rhetoric, argumentation and persuasion. The Communication Science concentration focuses on social scientific aspects of inquiry in the field which include investigation of interpersonal, group, organizational and intercultural communication.  The Journalism concentration was restructured in 1996 to insure that all students in that sequence took Media Law and Ethics, and at least two writing courses.  This restructuring was instituted in 1996 to better reflect areas of inquiry in the discipline, while insuring breadth of coverage in the field.  Co-curricular opportunities continue to occupy an important place in the Communication program.  These include the Truman Speech and Debate program, the student newspaper (Index), yearbook (Echo), regional magazine (Detours, started in 1996), radio station (KTRM, which went on the air February, 1998), and Truman TV.

Undergraduate Participation in Research

The Communication Senior Seminar course serves as the discipline’s capstone experience.  There are three primary components to this one-credit course.  Students are required to put together a professional portfolio, pull together an academic portfolio, and compose a research proposal to well-defined academic standards.  Students are encouraged to present at the spring Undergraduate Research Symposiums; In recent years, some professors have required such presentations. Over the past three years more than 75 Communication majors have presented at the annual symposium.

Resource Issues

There are basic needs outstanding.  These include physical space (for the program, co-curricular activities, and faculty—who continue to share substandard offices); technology (needs include a communication media lab, public speaking video recording and playback capability and access to a high-speed copier); professional staff (there are two secretaries for 100 Division-level faculty; and a strategic plan for implementation and use of instructional technology—at all levels of University administration.

Student Outside Awards and Recognition

In addition to a number of students listed in Who’s Who in American Universities over the past five years, students in the Speech and Debate program have won in the neighborhood of 100 awards, regionally and nationally, in categories such as policy debate, Lincoln-Douglas debate, parliamentary debate, and individual speaking events.  Students participating in campus media—especially the campus newspaper—have also won numerous awards at state, regional and national levels.


Average
Range

Outcomes

Number of Baccalaureate Degrees Granted
66.4
55-75


~ 1170
972-1177

Number of Minors Awarded
14.5
7-17


~ 500


Satisfaction

2. How satisfied were you with:

Faculty enthusiasm for classes in the major?
3.4
3.29-3.46


~ 3.5

With this major?
3.0
2.81-3.04


~ 3.1


The accessibility of instructors in your major?
3.3
3.22-3.42


~ 3.3

Academic advising?
2.5
2.43-2.54


~ 2.7

The overall quality of instruction in your major?
3.1
3.08-3.15


~ 3.3

How often were your major courses challenging?
2.9
2.78-2.91


~ 3.3

How satisfied were you with the opportunities

to interact with faculty outside of class?
3.2
2.95-3.33

~ 3.1

Senior Tests

Number and percent Scoring Above 50th Percentile

 on Senior Test
44.7
32.2-53.4


~ 63.5

Number and percent Scoring Above 80th Percentile

 on Senior Test
13.3
9.4-20.8


~ 27.5

