ITEM L.1
Honorary Degree – John D. Ashcroft 
DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

The Faculty Senate of Truman State University approved Resolution #0300 on November 16, 2000, expressing its support for the Board of Governors to award a limited number of honorary degrees per calendar year.  The first such honorary degree, approved by the Board of Governors on December 7, 2002, was a Doctor of Humane Letters which was posthumously awarded to Harry S. Truman at the December 2002 Commencement exercises.      
RECOMMENDED ACTION
WHEREAS, the Honorable John D. Ashcroft has demonstrated a strong and consistent commitment to improving the quality of public education throughout his career; and
WHEREAS, during his tenure as Governor of the State of Missouri, Governor Ashcroft signed into law House Bill 196, passed in 1985 by the 1st Session of the 83rd General Assembly, which changed the mission of Northeast Missouri State University (later Truman State University) from a regional comprehensive university to a statewide public liberal arts and sciences university; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Ashcroft assiduously supported Truman’s mission, its values, and its commitment to assessment for improvement and accountability and frequently referred to Truman publicly as a model institution; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ashcroft served as Chairman of the National Governors Association Task Force on College Quality which issued the milestone report “Time for Results,” calling for higher education institutions to develop “rigorous systematic programs to evaluate the quality of student learning, academic programs, and curriculums”; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Ashcroft worked with the Coordinating Board for Higher Education and the public institutions to ensure that Missouri had one of the first statewide systems of assessment in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Fortune magazine rated Governor Ashcroft as one of the top ten education governors in the country, while Financial World and City and State magazines credited him with making Missouri one of the best financially managed states in the country; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from Yale University and the University of Chicago, Governor Ashcroft served as an associate professor on the business faculty at Southwest Missouri State University; and
WHEREAS, Governor Ashcroft served the people of Missouri with honor and distinction as State Auditor, Assistant Attorney General, Attorney General, Governor, and Senator in Congress, and the people of the United States as Attorney General; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that John D. Ashcroft be awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters at the May 2009 Commencement exercises of Truman State University; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that he be presented with a copy of this resolution in tangible recognition of his achievements.  
Moved by
________________________

Seconded by 
________________________

Vote:

Aye ____________________



Nay ____________________
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